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Enrollment and Postgraduation Trends of

Humanities Field:
A Long-term Trend Based on School Basic Survey

Akane OKAMOTO, Naoyuki OGATA

Abstract

The significance of humanities has been hotly disputed during the 2010s in Japan.
However, not enough fundamental study has been made regarding objective and
fundamental trends in the humanities and social science fields. This paper examines long-
term enrollment and postgraduation trends in the humanities to gain an understanding
of the current situation. The followings are main results. First, considering the size of
undergraduate enrollment, graduate school is still small. Second, employment rate and
education continuance rate are not necessarily in a trade-off relationship. Furthermore,
about half of graduates with a master’s degree acquire a job and therefore designing and
practicing suitable programs or career support is an urgent issue. Finally, the trends among
the subsections of literature, historiography, philosophy, and others are different and this

point should be also considered when researching and arguing the humanities.
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