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The Formation of Women's Universities in Japan:
A Case Study of Tsuda College

Ichiko YAMAZAKI

Abstract

Focusing on the case of Tsuda College in the postwar period, this study examines the
establishment process of women’s universities in Japan. Although women’s higher
education (HE) had been limited before World War II, the introduction of the new
university system in 1948 enabled the creation of women's universities. To explore how
Tsuda College attained university status, this study analyzes historical documents,
including applications for university establishment approval and notes from board
meetings. The findings highlight four key factors: (1) the institution’s prewar preparations
for university status, (2) financial support from alumni associations, (3) collaboration
among women's HE institutions, and (4) influence from the Civil Information and
Education Section. This research highlights the historical continuity of women's
universities in Japan and the specific conditions that enabled their transition to university

status.





