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The Process of Establishing ‘Kenkyushitsu’ in the
Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences, the Imperial
University of Tokyo: Historical Aspects in the Reception
of the ‘Seminar’

Shota KONNO

Abstract

This study traces the establishment of “Kenkyushitsu” ([#%£%]) in the Faculties of
Humanities and Social Sciences, the Imperial University of Tokyo, which adopted the
“Seminar” of German universities. Accordingly, the focus is on two aspects: the practice of
education through research and research itself (“research” phase), and the physical facilities
and equipment that accumulate books, materials, specimens, and so on for that practice
(“room” phase). The early “Kenkyushitsu™ have in common that they were established in
the 1890s and that they had founders who established the “research” and “room” phases as
one entity based on their experiences in Europe, especially Germany. The background to
this is the process in which the reception of “Seminar,” which was formed in German
universities in the 19th century, transformed from the practice of education through
research to physical facilities and equipment, and were adopted by the Imperial University
of Tokyo due to institutional factors such as the institutionalization of Japanese study
abroad programs and the “Chair System” ([#/#fil]), as well as human and generational

factors.





