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Defense of ‘Academic Freedom’ in Shigeru Nanbara

Tsutomu HIRATSUKA

Abstract

Based on the period of Japanese occupation, this historical study investigates how
universities responded to the government in a political context.

In the early years of the occupation, the prewar practice of academic freedom was
institutionalized in the Constitution and the Fundamental Law of Education; however,
from around 1948, U.S. policy toward Japan shifted toward Japanese independence and the
Ministry of Education was restored to power. How did university professorships defend
academic freedom in such a reactionary situation? This study examines this question
based on the words and actions of Shigeru Nanbara, the first president of the University of
Tokyo.

This work consists of three sections.

Section 1 discusses the reasons Nanbara defended academic freedom and why he was able
to do so.

Section 2 discusses the strategies Nanbara used in defending academic freedom.

Section 3 presents the following concluding remarks: (1) academic freedom was an
essential element for Nanbara to realize his ideal world, and (2) he was able to defend such

freedom due to his ability to manage social movements.








